
    FRIENDS OF MARSHALL SQUARE PARK 

                 Minutes of Meeting on March 14, 2019 

 

The meeting was called to order by Jeff Beitel at 7:03 p.m.  In attendance were Jim Salvas, Linda Scott, 
Lane Randall, Eric Miller, Chantale Fieldhouse, Pat Loew, Rick Ammons, Glen Sweet, Bill Scott, Holly 
Brown and Veronica Balassone.   

--Minutes of the last meeting were approved as written and entered into the record. 

--Linda Scott gave the Treasurer’s Report.  On the Statement of Financial Position, the checking account 
balance is $30,903.  Linda recommends holding in reserve a minimum of $5,000 or $10,000 for fountain 
and Sculpture maintenance as well as unexpected costs.  The balance of $20,000 to $25,000 therefore 
would be available for current projects.  All receivables are paid to date.  The negative Accounts 
Receivable balance results from recording prepaid memberships that will become effective July 1st.  The 
Statement of Activities shows no significant changes from prior month with the exception of re-dating 
memberships to July 1st.  This reduced 2019 year-to-date memberships to zero.  These will show up on 
the report on July 1st.  By the next meeting Linda will bring in the memberships that began July 1, 2018 
and remain in effect until June 30, 2019.  An additional report was provided – Statement of Activities by 
Class – which further clarifies activity income and expenses into Membership, Park, Fountain and 
Progressive Dinner categories. 

--Eric Miller reported on the preparations for the Spring Park Clean-up on Saturday, April 27th.  About 15 
members of the Rotary Club have volunteered to help that day.  In addition, we may get some 
assistance from the West Chester University Volunteer Office.  Wheelbarrows will be rented at an 
estimated cost of $200.  The borough will be donating woodchip mulch.  We’ve used 40 yards of mulch 
in prior years.  It is expected that we will have water and snacks provided by the borough.  Eric was 
encouraged to alert Keith Kurowski that we expect a large group of volunteers that day.  There is no rain 
date for the park clean-up.   

--Jeff reported on the proposed addition of toddler-safe playground equipment.   An estimate for 
grading and landscaping preparation is $10,000.  When preparing the site for the existing new 
equipment for older children, the borough had covered the cost for topsoil and mulch.  Jeff plans on 
making a request to the borough to pay for the same for the toddler equipment site.  Jeff is getting a bid 
for engineering work for the project.  Included in the project are upgraded swings to accommodate 
older children and handicapped children.  Cost for the total project could total $105,000. 

--The report provided by Keith Kurowski of the Parks Department which summarized borough public 
park expenditures in the last 8 years was discussed.  There is serious disagreement as to whether repair 
of the sidewalks on the perimeter of the park at a cost of $78,000 should be assigned or not to Marshall 
Square Park, as it significantly inflates the number for our park as compared to others.  Borough 
expenditures did include upgrading the pathway entrance to the park, restroom building painting and 
new roof, the Swiss cottage and gazebo roof repairs.  Unquestionably the monetary contributions of 
FMSP have played a huge role in park improvements.  Jeff would like the analysis to go back to earlier 
years as the borough deferred maintenance of Marshall Square Park for years.  In addition, it was felt 
that the costs should be categorized further as capital expenses or repair/maintenance expenses.  It was 



also suggested that the analysis possibly be done by expense per square footage of each park.  It should 
be noted that a report of this kind was requested by FMSP in response to being denied any further 
funding for our projects at this time. 

--The five-year MSP Tree Management Plan is not yet completed by Mike Dunn. 

--The Events Committee will meet in April to plan the fall events.  Bill Scott would like to see a dedication 
ceremony planned for the tree sculpture, complete with tv and Daily Local coverage.  There is no 
consensus that publicity is advantageous.  Protection for the sculpture has become necessary as children 
are climbing it and dogs are relieving themselves at the base of it.  Holly Brown made a motion to place 
a sign in front of the tree sculpture requesting that it not be climbed on and to investigate the possibility 
of plantings to protect the sculpture from children and pets.  Pat Loew seconded and the motion was 
unanimously approved.   

--The Membership Committee is hoping to develop a packet for newcomers in the neighborhood.  Rick 
Ammons, Chantale Fieldhouse and Jeff will meet to discuss.  Linda mentioned that postcard mailings can 
be printed and mailed for 16 cents per piece.   

--Jeff reported on the Jack Loew Fountain.  Flowers and More is scheduled to do spring clean-up around 
the fountain before April 22nd.  It is hoped to get the fountain running prior to Spring Park Clean-up on 
April 27th.  Jeff would like to investigate installing an industrial heater in the mechanical room of the 
restroom in order to extend the length of time for the fountain operation.  He is going to do more 
research on this and any effect it may have on the restrooms. 

--Plans are progressing for the three summer concerts in the park.  Southdown Homes will be the major 
sponsor again this year.  Co-sponsors are Battavio Plumbing, Heating and Air Conditioning, Brandywine 
Valley Heating and Air Conditioning, Meridian Bank, Michael South, R.C. Construction Services, Inc., and 
Hazley Builders.  The Face Painting Sponsor is Pietro’s Prime.  Contributing Sponsors are Howell/Kline 
Surveying and D.L. Howell and Associates.  The Sin Brothers Band is scheduled for June, the Dirk Quinn 
Band for July and the Vince Brown Band for August.  The main park banner will be installed on a new 
system of removable pole supports with permanent in-ground concrete footings.  Chantale is working 
on securing another ice cream vendor and two volunteers to man the grill.  Michael Civita is getting a 
food handlers’ license.  It is hoped publicity for the event will be on Facebook as soon as possible. 

--Nominations took place for officers and new Board members.  The Board will be comprised of the five 
officers and three additional members in keeping with our 501c3 organization By-Laws.  The By-Laws 
require 3-year terms for Board members, except initially.  Therefore 1/3 of the Board members to be 
elected in April will serve 1 year, 1/3 for 2 years and 1/3 for 3 years.  Those present at the meeting 
nominated unanimously the following officers and Board members to be on the April slate of nominees: 

President for an initial term of 3 years:  Jeff Beitel 

Vice-President for an initial term of 2 years:  Jim Salvas 

Treasurer for an initial term of 1 year:  Linda Scott 

Recording Secretary for an initial term of 3 years:  Veronica Balassone 

Communications Secretary for an initial term of 2 years:  Lane Randall 



Non-officer Board Members (choose 3 only): 

Rick Ammons 

Chantale Fieldhouse 

Pat Loew 

Anne Walters 

Initial terms of either 1, 2 or 3 years will be determined by consensus of the three elected. 

The Election takes place at the April 11, 2019 meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Veronica Balassone, Recording Secretary  

   

 

 


